


Since its opening-up and reform, China 
has been in the process of rapid 
economic development with its people 

enjoying an increasingly improved standard 
of life. Meanwhile accompanying this 
dramatic economic growth is the degradation 
of environment which has, to some extent, 
damaged the gains of the opening-up and 
reform and prevented the economy from a 
healthy and sustainable development. The 
Chinese government is increasingly aware 
of that without addressing the environmental 
issues it is facing now will jeopardize its 
long term goal of the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation. Given the magnitude 
and complexity of the environmental issues 
in China, there is no easy way in addressing 
them and the solution to them entails an 
equal priority being given to environmental 
protection, ecological conservation and 
economic development or even higher than 
the latter by mainstreaming the former into 
the overall socio-economic decision-making 
process. As a matter of fact, China has 
been in the struggle against environmental 

pollution since the very beginning of its 
economic take-off and trying to explore a 
pathway that could help address China’s 
environmental issues in the way most suitable 
to China’s specific circumstances. 

In recent years, especially since the 12th 
Five-Year  Plan per iod,  the  enhanced 
measures including legislation, policy, 
regulatory and economic means have been 
taken by the Chinese government in dealing 
with environmental problems, of which 
environmental policies have played an 
important role in this regard. Corresponding 
to this situation and in meeting the demand 
of governments at different levels for 
environmental policy tools, the environmental 
policy research projects on topics of a wide 
range have been conducted by some Chinese 
environmental research institutions including 
the Chinese Academy for Environmental 
Planning (CAEP).  

CAEP founded in 2001 is a research advisory 
body suppor t ing  governments  in  the 
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development of key environmental planning, 
national environmental policies, and major 
environmental engineering projects. In the 
past more than 10 years, CAEP accomplished 
the development of the overall planning of 
national environmental protection for the 
10th, 11th and 12th Five-Year Plan periods; 
water pollution prevention and control 
planning for key river basins; air pollution 
prevention and control planning for key 
regions; soil pollution prevention and control 
planning; and some regional environmental 
protection plans. In the same period of time, 
CAEP also actively engaged in research on 
such topics as green GDP, environmental 
taxation, emission trading, ecological 
compensation, green financing, etc. By so 
doing, CAEP has become an indispensable 
advisory body in the environmental decision-
making in mainland China. According to 
2013 Global Go To Think Tanks Report and 
Policy Advice published by University of 
Pennsylvania, CAEP was ranked 31 in the 
field of environment in the world. Many 
of CAEP’s research results and project 
outcomes regarding environmental policies 
have drawn great attention of decision makers 
and international institutions, and have been 
utilized to contribute to the formulation of 
national environmental policies concerned.
 
The Chinese Environmental Policy Research 
Work ing  Paper  (CEPRWP)  i s  a  new 

internal publication produced by CAEP for 
the purpose of facilitating the academic 
exchange with foreign colleagues in this 
field, in which the selected research papers 
on environmental policies from CAEP are set 
out on the irregular basis. It is expected that 
this publication will not only make CAEP’s 
research results on environmental policies 
be known by foreign colleagues but also 
serve as a catalyst for creating opportunity 
of international cooperation in the field of 
environmental policies, and environmental 
economics in particular, with a view of both 
the academic research and practical policy 
needs. 

This working paper is based on The Final 
Report  of  ADB's  Technical  Assis tant 
Project (TA-8175 PRC: Improving China´s 
Environmental Statistics Insti tutional 
F ramework)  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  Ch inese 
Academy for Environmental Planning in 
collaboration with the experts from Inter-
Governmental Organizations (e.g. OECD) 
and national institutes (e.g. China's National 
Environmental Monitoring Center and 
South China Institute of Environmental 
Science). This project aims at reviewing 
the shortcomings of current environmental 
statistics institutional framework and draw 
on international experiences for reshaping 
the framework by proposing development 
roadmap and its implementation plan.
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